
CHARACTERS 
 

Charlotte Cummings: Female, Black. Yale MFA graduate, forty-ish. Her most recent 
collection of work uses photography. She has received major prizes and is on the 

verge of breaking into the international art market. Her mother is a lawyer for the 
ACLU and her father is an epidemiologist at Columbia-Presbyterian Hospital and a 
professor at Columbia University. (Lea Murray) 

 
Eric Schmidt: Male, white. Dealer, early forties. The great-grandson of Anton Franz 

Schmidt, who founded one of the most prestigious art galleries in New York. Eric is 
a connoisseur of modern conceptual art and a strong advocate of young progressive 
artists. He has been instrumental in shaping the Spencer Art Collection for the last 

decade and is on the board of the Spencer Art Foundation. (Randall Hudson) 
 

Charles Hamilton Spencer: Male, white. Entrepreneur, art collector, early sixties. 
Highly knowledgeable, well connected to political figures and businessmen, he is a 
lover of contemporary art who made his money in real estate. He is also a well-

respected philanthropist who is interested in ideas around diversity. (Don Klose) 
 

Virginia Compton Spencer: Female, white. Charles's wife, fifty-five to sixty. She is 
interested in art and in her late twenties was an art consultant for corporate clients. 

They have been married thirty years and have two sons. (Beth Jerde) 
 
Alex Compton-Spencer: Male, white. Twenty, a junior at Columbia University, and 

an activist. Deeply involved in current American politics, he is passionate as he sees 
the injustices in America. He sees his parents as part of the problem.  

(Ethan Lipka) 
 

*** 

 
SCENE ONE: 

This is a lovely Saturday night in Tribeca, March 2017. The new administration has 
been in office for three months and the Spencers are awaiting their guest. From the 
balcony the city lights are in full view. Eric, Charles and Virginia are watching the 

Australian Open a month after it aired. 
 

         Musical interlude between scenes: John Coltrane’s My Favorite Things 
 
SCENE TWO: 

One year later. Charlotte is working in her studio. There is a knock on the door. 
 

                  Music towards the end:  Leonard Cohen’s Different Sides 
 
 


